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Introduction
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Impact of the 9/11

The 9/11 attacks became a watershed incident in terrorism
studies.

It resembled the rise of a new type of terrorism, Religious
Terrorism, that differentiates itself from previous waves by its
distinct means and goals.
Accordingly, studies on this distinct novel type of terrorism
has increased since then.
As a prominent work among these studies, Rapoport (2004)
classifies 4 unique waves to frame religious terrorism better.
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Waves of Terrorism
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Waves of Terrorism (II)

Table 1: Gregg’s classification of Traditional vs. Religious Terrorism

Types of
Terrorism

Defining Goals Examples

Left-Wing
Terrorism

Anarchist/Marxist/Socialist Red Brigades-
Colombian

ELM
Right-Wing
Terrorism

Racist/Fascist/Nationalist Ku Klux Klan-
Neo-Nazis

Ethnic-
Seperatist
Terrorism

Dispel foreign occupying
force-Create ethnically

independent state

Irgun-IRA

Religious
Terrorism

Apocalyptic and Create
Religious State/Government

Aum Shinrikyo
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Section 2

State of the Art
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Existing Literature on Religious Terrorism

Existing disputes on the methodological and conceptual
aspects of the terrorism phenomenon as well as religious
terrorism (Richards 2014; A. Silke 2001, Gunning and Jackson
2011), became a barrier.

Nevertheless, numerous foundational works describing the
goals, motivations and means germane to religious terrorism
were published since the 9/11 attacks (Crenshaw 2009;
Hoffman 2006; Juergensmeyer 2003).
Patterns in the existing literature are parallel to the general
literature on the terrorism phenomenon.
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Yet, contrary to the the literature regarding the conditioning
effect of political regimes on terrorism (Bogaards 2020;
Chenoweth 2013; Magen 2018; M. C. Wilson and Piazza
2013), We know little on why some states particularly suffer
from religious terrorism, and others do not experience this
phenomenon.

In this regard, this study’s overarching goal is to fill this gap
in the literature by examining the relationship between
secularism and religious terrorism.
To this end, it is hypothesized that secular states have a clear
advantage in averting religious terror attacks by providing
religious freedom to all sorts of groups existing in the study.



Introduction State of the Art Analytical Framework + Research Design Empirical Results The Case Study of Turkey

Yet, contrary to the the literature regarding the conditioning
effect of political regimes on terrorism (Bogaards 2020;
Chenoweth 2013; Magen 2018; M. C. Wilson and Piazza
2013), We know little on why some states particularly suffer
from religious terrorism, and others do not experience this
phenomenon.
In this regard, this study’s overarching goal is to fill this gap
in the literature by examining the relationship between
secularism and religious terrorism.

To this end, it is hypothesized that secular states have a clear
advantage in averting religious terror attacks by providing
religious freedom to all sorts of groups existing in the study.



Introduction State of the Art Analytical Framework + Research Design Empirical Results The Case Study of Turkey

Yet, contrary to the the literature regarding the conditioning
effect of political regimes on terrorism (Bogaards 2020;
Chenoweth 2013; Magen 2018; M. C. Wilson and Piazza
2013), We know little on why some states particularly suffer
from religious terrorism, and others do not experience this
phenomenon.
In this regard, this study’s overarching goal is to fill this gap
in the literature by examining the relationship between
secularism and religious terrorism.
To this end, it is hypothesized that secular states have a clear
advantage in averting religious terror attacks by providing
religious freedom to all sorts of groups existing in the study.



Introduction State of the Art Analytical Framework + Research Design Empirical Results The Case Study of Turkey

Section 3

Analytical Framework + Research Design
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Analytical Framework
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Analytical Framework - Assumptions for the Causal
Mechanism

First, terrorism is a political act which religious terror
organizations conduct their activities to protect or maintain
their faith.

Second, constitutionally accepted secular notions
provide religious freedom to every individual in society to
pursue their religion by detaching faith from politics.
Third, no involvement of any external or third party actors
such as in the case of Afghanistan.
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Research Design (I)

Thus, to test the validity of the initial hypothesis, a large-N
statistical analysis using Kruskal Wallis H test and negative
binomial regression analysis are used along with an
in-depth case study research on Turkey.
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Research Design (Data&Methodology)
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Limitations of the study

There are a couple of limitations;
Firstly, the difference between secularization and secularism is
crucial.
Secondly, the study has a temporal limitation due to the
availability of the data; 1990-2014.
Thirdly, no differentiation is made between international and
domestic terrorism.
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Section 4

Empirical Results
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Preliminary Geospatial Analysis



Introduction State of the Art Analytical Framework + Research Design Empirical Results The Case Study of Turkey



Introduction State of the Art Analytical Framework + Research Design Empirical Results The Case Study of Turkey

Large-N Analyses
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Section 5

The Case Study of Turkey
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Secularism in the Country
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Islamist Movement and Turkey

Islamic Movement during 1990s

Rise of Justice and Development Party
Does Moderation mean democratization in the context of
Turkey?
Future outlook
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Conclusion & Further Discussion

Concluding Remarks
Further Discussion
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